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Creator of the stars  
God of epiphanies 

You are the Great Star 

You have marked my path with light 

You have filled my sky with stars 

 naming each star 

 guiding it 

 until it shines upon my heart 

 awakening me to deeper seeing 

 new revelations and brighter epiphanies. 

O infinite Star Giver 

I now ask for wisdom and courage 

to follow these stars 

for their names are many 

and my heart is fearful. 

They shine on me wherever I go: 

 The star of hope 

The star of mercy and compassion 

The star of justice and peace 

The star of tenderness and love 

The star of suffering  

The star of joy. 

And every time I feel the shine 

I am called to follow it 

 to sing it 

 to live it 

 all the way to the Cross and beyond. 

O Creator of the stars 

You have become within me 

An unending Epiphany. 

                                                      Macrina Wiederkehr   Seasons of Your Heart 
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Sunday, June 3, 2018 

CELEBRATION OF HYMNS AND OPENING OF THE ASSEMBLY 

 

Gathering Music         ImmanuBells        Amanda Mole, Music Director 
 
“Deep River”     arr. Peter de Mets 
“Above All Names”     arr. Bill Ingram 
“Allegro Molto Appasionato”   arr. Mitchell Eithun 
“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” arr. Cathy Mokelbust 
 

The Assembly is invited to stand 

Paraphrase of Psalm 98  

Sing to God a brand-new song, 

God’s made a world of wonders! 

God’s rolled up his sleeves, 

God’s set things right. 

Sing to God a brand-new song. 

Shout your praises to God, everybody! 

Let loose and sing! Strike up the band! 

Round up an orchestra to play for God,  

Add on a hundred-voice choir. 

Sing to God a brand-new song. 

Feature trumpets and big trombones, 

Fill the air with praises to King God. 

Let the sea and its fish give a round of applause, 

With everything living on earth joining in. 

Sing to God a brand-new song. 

Let the ocean breakers call out, “Encore!” 

And mountains harmonize the finale – 

A tribute to God when he comes, 

When God comes to set the earth right. 

Sing to God a brand-new song. 
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Hymns             “In Thee is Gladness”        ELW 867 

   Thatcher Lyman, Music Director        
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“What is This Place”               ELW 524 

          Stanzas 1 & 2 

 

Please be seated 
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“All My Hope on God is Founded”       ELW 757 

Stanzas 1 & 4 
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ImmanuBells   “Thy Holy Wings”   arr. Cathy Moklebust 

“Thy Holy Wings”              ELW 613 

    Stanza 1 Lower  voices (Alto/Bass) 
                                        Stanza 2 Higher voices (Soprano/Tenor) 
    Stanza 3 All 
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“Sometimes a Light Surprises” 

                       Stanzas 1, 2 & 4   

Sometimes a Light Surprises 

 

 

 

Please stand 
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“Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices”          ELW 833 

 Stanza 1 All baptized before 1950 
 Stanza 3 All baptized before 1960 
 Stanza 4 All baptized before 1980 
 Stanza 5 All baptized before – and after – 1980 
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Beautiful Savior”              ELW 838 

 Stanza 1 Unison   Stanza 3 Men’s Voices 
 Stanza 2 Women’s voices  Stanza 4 All voices in harmony 
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Order for the Opening of the Assembly 

   

As in one body we have many members, 

So we, who are many, are one body in Christ. 

Where two or three are gathered in my name, says the Lord, 

I am there among them. 

Live a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and 
gentleness, making every effort to maintain the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace. 

Let us pursue justice and peace, for mutual upbuilding. 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. O God, you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us your Holy 
Spirit. Direct us by the light of that spirit, that we may have a right judgement in all things 
and rejoice at all times in your peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever, 

Amen. 

I declare this assembly to be in session in the name of the Father and of the + Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Please be seated 

(Plenary Session One begins) 
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Sunday, June 3, 2018 

PRAYER AT THE CLOSE OF THE DAY 

The Assembly is invited to stand and face the center aisle. 

Lights will dim as the candles are lit. 

OPENING 

Blessed be to God, who sets the great lights above; 

The sun to rule the day, 

The moon and stars to rule at night; 

Who rescues us from sin and fear, 

Whose love is everlasting. 

 

HYMN      “Come and Fill Our Hearts”                                                    ELW 528 

 

 

     Please be seated 
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PSALM 121 

I lift up my eyes to the hills;  

from where is my help to come? 

My help comes from the Lord, 

The maker of heaven and earth. 

 

HYMN    “Nothing Can Trouble”   

     All voices in unison 
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The Lord will not let your foot be moved; 

Nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep. 

Behold, the keeper of Israel 

Will neither slumber nor sleep. 

 

HYMN    “Nothing Can Trouble” 

     All voices in harmony 

 

The Lord watches over you; 

The Lord is your shade at your right hand; 

The sun will not strike you by day, 

Nor the moon by night. 

 

 

HYMN      “Nothing Can Trouble”  

     All voices in harmony 

 

The Lord will preserve you from all evil 

And will keep your life. 

The Lord will watch over  

Your going out and your coming in, 

From this time forth and forevermore. 

 

HYMN    “Nothing Can Trouble”   

     All voices in unison 
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PRAYER 

Silence for reflection 

  

Gathering our many prayers into one, we pray: 

Holy God, we walk in night’s deep darkness 

Longing to hear your voice and follow your light. 

Receive our prayers as you have promised: 

Give courage to the faint and strength to the powerless; 

Lift up those who fall, renew the weak and weary. 

Let our fears of the darkness of the world and of our own lives 

rest in you. 

Let the quietness of your peace enfold us, and all dear to us, and all who have no peace. 

And bring us at last into the light of the bright Morning Star, 

Jesus, your Son, our Savior. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

The Holy One, Holy Three, 

Increase our hope, 

Strengthen our faith, 

And grant us peace. Amen. 
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HYMN    “Our Eyes Are Turned” 

Oculi Nostri/Our Eyes Are Turned

 

 

 

 

Please join us for a time of Fellowship in the Grand Ballroom at the Hyatt Hotel. 
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Monday, June 4, 2018 

SERVICE OF MORNING PRAYER 

 

Gathering Music 

The Assembly is invited to stand 

 

Arise, shine, for your light has come! 

Let us gather under the wings of God’s light and mercy. 

 

Confession 

Gracious God, 

We acknowledge that we are sinners, and we confess our sins – 

those known to us that burden our hearts, 

and those unknown to us but seen by you. 

Free us from the bondage of sin and guilt; 

and work in us that which is pleasing in your sight; For the sake of Jesus Christ,  

Our Lord. Amen. 

 

With a heart full of mercy and compassion, 

God saves us and forgives us all our sins. 

Christ, the dawn from on high, shines upon us; 

and by the light of the Holy Spirit, guides our feet into the way of peace. Amen. 
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Hymn     “When Morning Gilds the Skies”                                             ELW 853 

              Stanzas 1 & 2   All 
               Stanza 3    Women             Stanza 4     Men                Stanza 5    All 
 

 

Please be seated 
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Scripture Reading Revelation 21: 22 -25 

A reading from Revelation: 

I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the 
city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is 
the Lamb. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory 
into it. Its gates will never be shut by day – and there will be no night. 

Your word, O God, is a lamp to my feet; 

And a light to my path. 

 

Psalm 27: 1 – 3 

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall we fear? 

The Lord is the stronghold of our life; we will not be afraid. 

When evil closes in, when armies rise up, when the day of trouble comes, 

The Lord is our light and our salvation. 

Your sun will never set. 

The Lord is our light and our salvation. 

Your moon will wax no more. 

The Lord is our light and our salvation. 

Your days of sorrow will end. 

The Lord is our light and our salvation. 

Whom shall we fear? 

Why should we be afraid? The Lord is the stronghold of our life.  
Amen. Amen. Amen. 
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Prayer 
 
Let us pray: New every morning is your love, O God of light; and all day long you are working 
for good in this world. 

Let us give thanks for God’s blessings to us…. especially for health and strength and daily 
bread…. and for all good gifts…. 

God of love, 

Hear our prayer. 

Let us bring before God the needs and concerns known to us…. especially on behalf of those 
struggling with worry, illness or heartache…. 

God of love, 

Hear our prayer. 

Let us bring before God our own needs…. especially for guidance in all that we do…. 

God of love, 

Hear our prayer. 

New every morning is your love, O God of light. Stir up in us the desire to serve you, to live 
peacefully with our neighbors, and to devote each day to following the light of your Son, Jesus 
our Savior. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

May Christ + the Sun of Righteousness, bless us, and bless the work we are called to do in his 
name.  Amen.                                  

 

 

 

 

Please stand 
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Hymn                         “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”                       ELW 815 
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Please be seated 

                                                                                                     
(Plenary Session Two begins) 
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Monday, June 4, 2018 

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 

GATHERING 

Gathering Music            Swing Boldly Jazz Ensemble 

Joshua Brown, Piano     Bob Sneider, Guitar   

Vince Ercolamento, Saxophone   Rich Thompson, Drums 

Rachael Sanguinetti, Vocals    Kyle Vock, Bass 

 

“All of Me”       Gerard Marks & Seymour Simon 

“How High the Moon”     Morgan Lewis 

“I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”   arr. Don Hodell Chilcote 

 

Installation of Synod Council Members and Deans 
 

The Assembly is invited to stand 

 

Confession and Forgiveness  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 

Who forgives all our sin,  

Whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 

 

If we claim to be sinless, 

We are self-deceived and strangers to the truth. 

If we confess our sins, 

God promises to heal and forgive us, 

and cleanse us from every kind of wrong. 

 

Silence for reflection 
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For self-centered living, 

And for failing to walk with humility and gentleness: 

Holy God, have mercy on us. 

For longing to have what is not ours, 

And for hearts that are not at rest in you: 

Holy God, have mercy on us. 

For misuse of human relationships, 

And for unwillingness to see the image of God in others 

Holy God, have mercy on us. 

For jealousies that divide families and nations, 

And for rivalries that create strife and warfare: 

Holy God, have mercy on us. 

For hurtful words that condemn, 

And for angry deeds that harm: 

Holy God, have mercy on us. 

For idleness in witnessing to Christ, 

And for squandering the gifts of love and grace: 

Holy God, have mercy on us. 

 

God cleanses us and gives us the power to proclaim 

the mighty acts of the One who called us out of darkness into his marvelous light. 

In the name of + Jesus Christ, 

Your sins are forgiven. 

Almighty God strengthen you 

through the Holy Spirit, 

that Christ may live in your hearts.  Amen. 
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Processional Hymn       “All Creatures of Our God and King”   LBW 527 

All Creatures of Our God and King 
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Greeting   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the  

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Hymn of Praise    “Sing of the Lord’s Goodness”       RW 211  
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray.  God among us, you created light that we might live, and illumined the world with 
your beloved Son. By your grace turn us toward the light of Jesus, and empower us to reflect 
his glory in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Please be seated 

WORD 

First Reading    Isaiah 2: 2 – 5 

A reading from Isaiah:  

In the days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the 
mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 

Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the 
house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their 
swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.  

O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm Interlude       "Song of Joy"      Chuck Marohnic 

Second Reading   2 Corinthians 4: 5 – 12 

A reading from Second Corinthians: 

For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your 
slaves for Jesus’ sake.  For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has 
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ. 

But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary 
power belongs to God and does not come from us. We are afflicted in every way, but not 
crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but 
not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may 
also be made visible in our bodies. For while we live, we are always being given up to death for 
Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus may be made visible in our mortal flesh. So death is at 
work in us, but life in you.  

 



29 of 57 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Please stand 

Gospel Procession Hymn   “This Little Light of Mine”                    ELW 677  

           Stanzas 1 & 2 

 



30 of 57 

Holy Gospel        Matthew 5: 13 – 16 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said:] “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness 
be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled underfoot. “You 
are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts 
it under the bushel basket, but sets it on the lamp stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 
In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and 
give glory to your father in heaven.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Gospel Procession Hymn    “This Little Light of Mine”             ELW 677   

Stanzas 3 & 1 

 

 

Please be seated 

 

Sermon       Bishop John Stanley Macholz 

 

Please stand. 
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Hymn           “Be Thou My Vision”                               ELW 793                 
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Affirmation of Faith from A New Zealand Prayer Book 

You, O God, are supreme and holy. 

You create our world and give us life. 

Your purpose overarches everything we do. 

You have always been with us. 

You are God. 

 

You, O God, are infinitely generous, 

good beyond all measure. 

You have revealed your love for us in Jesus Christ, 

who lived and died and rose again  

for the sake of the world. 

You are God. 

 

You, O God, are Holy Spirit. 

You empower us to be your gospel in the world. 

You reconcile and heal; you overcome death; 

and promise to bring us to your everlasting kingdom. 

You are God. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Let us pray for the church, the world and for all people, upon whom the light of Christ shines 
with grace and mercy. 

God our Shining Light:  We praise you for the grace, light and life seen and known in your 
Church. Lead us from narrowness of vision as you open our eyes to recognize the work of your 
Spirit, that we might respond to the call to reflect your light to the world.     Send forth your 
light, 

And let your mercy shine upon us.   
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God our Strength and Salvation: We give thanks for the witness of those who accompany us 
on our faith journeys: in telling the stories of Jesus and singing songs of faith; by inviting us 
in when we felt distant; and by praying for us without being asked. Raise us up to do the 
mighty work of bearing witness to the Good News of Jesus for all people.  Send forth your 
light, 

And let your mercy shine upon us. 

God our Rock and Helper : You have called us to be peacemakers in this troubled world, to 
practice love, and to protect the vulnerable. Send your peace to still the storms of violence that 
rage around us. Bring an end to all killing in our schools, our streets, our neighborhoods; 
crush our weapons of war; take away the hatred and hostility dividing nations and destroying 
communities; and turn our hearts towards Christ, who is our true and lasting peace. Send 
forth your light, 

And let your mercy shine upon us. 

 

God our Solace and Shelter: Direct and shape the mission and ministry of the congregations of 
the Upstate New York Synod and The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  Send us out 
that we may love, serve and stand with those who cry out for food, for work, for justice; 
knowing that your compassion and mercy outrun all the needs of this hurting world. Send 
forth your light, 

And let your mercy shine upon us. 

  

Other intercessions may be offered 

 

God our Shepherd and Savior: With reverence and affection we remember before you those 
pastors of our synod who have entered eternal this past year, and now abide with you forever: 
The Rev. E. Werner Weinreich…The Rev. Richard W. Rieger…The Rev. J. Kenneth Soderquist.   
Send forth your light, 

And let your mercy shine upon us. 

 

God our River of Mercy: Pour out your healing power to those who come to you in pain or 
illness; and upon all who tend the sick, counsel the distressed and sit with the dying. Hold 
them in your wide embrace and give them the assurance of your tender care, as we name 
them before you now…………Send forth your light, 

And let your mercy shine upon us. 
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God our Source of Blessing: Into your loving hands we place all for whom we pray this night. 
Grant that we, having turned toward you in prayer, now might turn toward one another in 
holy peace; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

  

Peace 

Christ is our Peace. 

Strangers and friends, old and young, 

Christ has broken down the barriers to bind us to him 

and to each other. 

The peace of Christ be with you all. 

And also with you. 

A sign of Christ’s peace is shared. 

 

 

MEAL 

 

Please be seated for the offering 

Offering 

Today’s offering to the Upstate New York Synod is designated to support: 

50% Bishop’s Discretionary Fund 

(Used at the Bishop’s discretion to assist rostered leaders in times of need, to contribute to 
medical co-pays or deductibles when needed, and to send flowers in times of illness or death.) 

50% New Mission Starts 

(Used to assist start-up congregations in exploring long-term viability) 

 

 

Music During the Offering  "Sound Over All Waters"   P. Halley/Text J. Greenleaf 
      Whittier 

 

Please stand 
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Offertory Hymn    “You Are Holy”                                                    ELW 525 

Sung Twice 
First Time: All sing sections 1 & 2 

Second Time: Right side of Assembly sings section 1, then section 2 
Left side of Assembly sings section 2, then section 1 
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Offertory Prayer 

Let us pray. You give us these gifts of our life and our labor, O God. Take them, offered in 
thanksgiving, and use them to set a table that will bless all people; through Jesus Christ, our 
Light and our Redeemer.   Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right to give you thanks, most loving God, through Jesus Christ our Savior, 
crucified and risen; who is one with us always, one of us, yet from the heart of God. Therefore 
with saints and martyrs, apostles and prophets, and all the redeemed, we joyfully praise your 
holy name and sing: 

Sanctus     “Holy, Holy, Holy”                     Sung twice      ELW 473  
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Thanksgiving at the Table 

We give you thanks, O Holy God, recalling your great goodness to us 

in Christ our living water, making all things new; 

Christ our living bread, feeding the world; 

Christ washing his disciples’ feet, servant of all. 

Dying and living, he declared your love, 

gave us grace, 

and opened the gate of heaven. 

We praise and thank you, O God. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

Our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks, 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

Shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

We praise and thank you, O Christ. 

Your death we show forth; 

Your resurrection we proclaim; 

Your coming we await. 
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Send your Spirit to strengthen, guide and revive your Church, 

and keep us firm in the hope you have set before us. 

May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 

we who drink his cup bring life to others; 

and may we whom the Spirit enlightens, give light to the world; 

through Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, to you be the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

As Christ teaches us, we pray: 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, 

On earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil, 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Please be seated 

 

 

Distribution 

There are six communion stations at the sides of the assembly room. The Pages will direct you to 
the station closest to you. All stations are serving bread and wine, as well as gluten-free wafers 
and white grape juice. Please drink from the chalice OR select an individual communion glass 
filled with wine or grape juice. Please refrain from intinction so that all who are gluten-sensitive 
may freely come to the table. 
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Hymns   “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”        ELW 773 
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  “Wade in the Water”                                                                                 ELW 459 

 

 

                              

  



41 of 57 

“I’m So Glad”               ELW 860 

 

   

 

Music During Communion    “Bread of Life”         W. F. Sherman/arr. T. Osiek 

 

SENDING 

 

Please stand 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

Let us pray. We come again to you, O God, to give thanks for light to conquer darkness, water 
to give new life, and the bread of heaven to nourish your people. Send us forth to speak with a 
life-giving voice in our serving and in our witness to all the world. Amen. 
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Blessing 

May God dwell in you richly, 

name you beloved, 

and shine brightly on your path; 

and the blessing of the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit 

be upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

Hymn “Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory”  
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Dismissal 

Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude   “Revelation”    Russell Ferrante 

 

Please join us for a time of Fellowship downstairs in the Galleria. 
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Tuesday, June 5, 2018 

SERVICE OF MORNING PRAYER 

from A New Zealand Prayer Book 

 

Gathering Music 

The Assembly is invited to stand 

 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases: 

God’s mercies never come to an end; 

God’s mercies are new every morning: 

Your faithfulness, O God, is great. 

Great is the Lord and worthy of all praise. 

Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom,  

thanksgiving and honor, power and might, 

be to God forever and ever! Amen.                                                                                         
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Hymn “Praise the Lord! O Heavens”        ELW 823                

   

Please be seated. 
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Confession 

Your word is a lamp for our feet. 

In darkness and in light, 

in trouble and in joy. 

Help us, O God,  

to trust your love, 

and to repent the wrongs we have done. 

 

Silence for reflection 

 

We have wounded your love. 

O God, heal us. 

We stumble in the darkness. 

Light of the world, transfigure us. 

We forget that you are our home. 

Spirit of God, dwell in us. 

Eternal Spirit, living God, 

in whom we live and move and have our being; 

all that we are, have been, and shall be is known to you. 

To the very secrets of our hearts. 

Living flame, 

burn in us,                                                                                                                      

Cleansing wind, 

blow through us,                                                                                                                  

Fountain of water,  

well up within us.                                                                                                              

That we may live and love in deed and in truth. Amen. 
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Scripture Reading      Ephesians 5: 8 – 14 

 

A reading from Ephesians: 

Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light, for the 
fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true.  Try to find out what is pleasing 
to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it 
is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; but everything exposed by the light 
becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! 
Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we pray: 

Our Father in heaven, 

Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 

Source of all that is and that shall be, 

Father and Mother of us all, 

Loving God, in whom is heaven: 

Hallowed be your name,  

Your kingdom come, Your will be done,  

On earth as in heaven. 

The hallowing of your name echoes through the universe! 

The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 

Sustain our hope and come to earth. 
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Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

As we forgive those 

Who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial  

And deliver us from evil. 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 

Now and forever.  

For the kingdom, the power, 

And the glory are yours, 

Now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

Blessing 

The blessing of God, 

The eternal goodwill of God, 

The shalom of God, 

The wildness and the warmth of God, 

Be among us and between us,  

Now and always. Amen. 

 

Please stand 
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Hymn     “This is My Father’s World”         ELW 824 

 

Please be seated                        (Plenary Session Three begins)  
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Tuesday, June 5, 2018 

BAPTISMAL REMEMBRANCE AND SENDING OF THE ASSEMBLY 

The Assembly is invited to stand 

HYMNS     “In Christ Called to Baptize”         ELW 575  

 



51 of 57 

During the singing of the hymns, the Assembly is asked to make their way to the Galleria area 
on the lower level, following the Processional Cross, and reassemble around the baptismal font. 
Please pick up a shell as you exit. Take it with you as a reminder of your Baptism into Christ’s 
death and resurrection, and place it in a prominent space in your life where it will be a daily 
reminder of your Baptism. 

  

“Baptized and Set Free”           ELW 453 
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BLESSING AT THE FONT 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 

The fountain of living water, 

The rock who gave us birth, 

Our light and our salvation. Amen. 

 

We give you thanks, Holy God, that before the world was formed, 

your spirit moved over the face of the waters 

and from the chaos of the deep you created life and order. 

 

We remember how by your guiding hand  

You led the descendants of Abraham and Sarah 

through the deep waters from bondage to freedom 

and marked them a holy people with the sign of your everlasting covenant. 
 

We rejoice in the sending of your Son Jesus, baptized by John in the water of the 

Jordan; who offered himself to free us from sin and the power of death. 
 

We thank you that by the washing with water 

and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit 

we have been baptized into the covenant of your grace, 

made one with Christ and his church, 

and commissioned to show forth the light of his love in word and deed. 
 

An evergreen branch is dipped into the water as the Bishop sprinkles the water over the 
Assembly. 
 

Children of God, remember that you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 
cross of Christ forever. 

Thanks be to God! 
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Order for the Closing of the Assembly 

 

Jesus said, You will be my witnesses 

To the end of the earth, 

 

I chose you and appointed you 

To bear fruit which abides. 

 

Remember, I will be with you always, 

To the end of time. 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us pray. Direct us, Lord God, in all our doings with your most gracious favor, and extend 
to us your continual help; that in all our works begun, continued, and ended in you, may 
glorify your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

O God, our beginning and our end, you kept Abraham and Sarah in safety throughout the 
days of their pilgrimage; you led the children of Israel through the midst of the sea; and by a 
star you led the magi to the infant Jesus. Protect and guide us now as we set out to travel. 
Make our way safe and our homecomings joyful, and bring us at last to our heavenly home, 
where you dwell in glory with our Lord Jesus Christ and the life-giving Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  

Amen. 

Go forth with the sign of your baptism. I declare the assembly closed in the name of the 
Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

The Assembly is invited to depart. 
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COPYRIGHT ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Hymns and Songs 

 

In Thee is Gladness  ELW 867 

What is This Place   ELW 524 

All My Hope on God is Founded   ELW 757 

Thy Holy Wings   ELW 613 

Sometimes a Light Surprises  (from Glory to God: The Presbyterian Hymnal 2013 Westminster 
John Knox Press) 

Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices  ELW 833 

Beautiful Savior  ELW 838 

Come and Fill Our Hearts  ELW 528 

Nada Te Turbe/Nothing Can Trouble (Reprinted under One License E-803915) 

Oculi Nostri/Our Eyes are Turned (Reprinted under One License E-803915) 

When Morning Gilds the Skies  ELW 853 

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light  ELW #815 

All Creatures of Our God and King   (LBW 527) Arranged by Deanna Witkowski. 

Sing of the Lord’s Goodness (Renewing Worship: New Songs and Hymns Augsburg Fortress) 

This Little Light of Mine   ELW 677 

Be Thou My Vision ELW #793   Arranged by Joshua Brown. 

You are Holy    ELW 525 

Holy, Holy, Holy    ELW 473  Arranged by Joshua Brown. 

Precious Lord, Take My Hand    ELW 773 

Wade in the Water    ELW 459 

I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me  ELW 860 

Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory   Arranged by Bill Carter.  Text: GIA Publications        
Tune: Public Domain 
 
Praise the Lord! O Heavens  ELW 823 

This is My Father’s World   ELW 824 

In Christ Called to Baptize  ELW 575 
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Baptized and Set Free  ELW 453 

 

Liturgical Resources 

ELW Liturgies reprinted under Sundays and Seasons license  SB127199 

Creator of the Stars of Night: Prayer for the Epiphany Journey from Holden Prayer Around the Cross Handbook to 
the Liturgy, copyright 2009 Augsburg Fortress. 

Orders for Confession and Forgiveness from This Far by Faith: An African American Resource for Worship, 
copyright 1999 Augsburg Fortress. 

Morning and Evening Worship, Liturgies of the Eucharist, Affirmation of Faith, Collects from A New Zealand 
Prayer Book, copyright 1997 HarperCollins.   Permission for use of these liturgical resources made possible by The 
Rt. Rev. Bishop Prince Singh, Episcopal Diocese of Rochester, NY. 
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ASSEMBLY CHAPLAINS 

VICAR ADAM ARENDS 

Adam Arends currently serves as the Vicar at Crossroads Lutheran Church in Amherst 
while he also attends United Lutheran Seminary as part of their Distance Learn- 
ing/Cooperative Program. This May marked the end of his second year of seminary. 

Last summer he completed Clinical Pastoral Education at Sisters Hospital in Buf- falo.  
He is proud to be married to Kristen, and the faith of two children, Anna (9) and Wes 
(6), who keep him busy and his house full of fun. 

LORI NICKOLOFF 
Lori Nickoloff is a recent graduate of Luther Seminary who has been assigned to the 
Upstate New York Synod. She is currently serving as the stat- ed supply at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, Penn Yan. 

 
Mrs. Nickoloff is a member of Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Fairport. Before 
entering seminary, she served as a Genesee Finger Lakes Conference Deacon and 
was a member of the Mission in Transition Team at Christ the Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church, Rochester. She also served as a hospice chaplain and Bereavement 
Coordinator in Wayne and Seneca Counties. 

 
During seminary, she completed a two-year, detached internship at The 
Lutheran Church of Concord, Greece. Most recently, she trained to be- come a 
coach in the Upstate New York Synod. 

 
Mrs. Nickoloff and her husband, Keith, have three children and nine 
grandchildren. They live on a farm in Victor with two horses and their 
Bordoodles, Boaz and Ruth. 

 
REV. JENIFFER TILLMAN 
Jeniffer Tillman was born and raised in Georgia to two native New Yorkers. 
She is a graduate of the University of Georgia, where she earned a Bachelor’s 
Degree of Science in Psychology and a minor in Theater, and Pacific Lutheran 
Theological Seminary, where she became a Maggid (Religious Storyteller) 
while earning a Masters of Divinity. 

Prior to being called as the Mission Developer of West Central Rensselaer 
County Lutheran Parish, N. Greenbush, Rev. Tillman served across the globe, 
completing a dual internship with Lutheran Social Service of New York as a 
Chaplain and Transfiguration Lutheran Church, South Bronx; stated supply 
in Juneau, Alaska during their pastor’s sabbatical; campus ministry at 
Stanford University in Palo Alto, CA; Director of Community Education at a 
Mission Development site in rural Bethlehem, GA; and most recently in 
Madagascar with the Young Adults in Global Mission Program (YAGM). 

She is a tea-drinker who loves a good mystery. It is rare not to see her without 
a pen and notebook. In her downtime, she likes visiting the ocean, browsing 
in libraries, and playing her ukulele, Michael Thunderben.  
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Thank you for your  
participation in this year’s  
Synod Assembly! 
We hope to see you again  
in Rochester for the  
thirty-second Assembly of the  
Upstate New York Synod,  
May 30—June 1, 2019 

 


