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Our History Is Our Strength 
 
Patti Austin, immediate past president of Women of 
the ELCA churchwide organization,  gave us a very up-
lifting Keynote Address.   Patti has been involved in 
Women of the ELCA  since the beginning of the organ-
ization 30 years ago.   
 
In July 2014, she was elected as the 9th president of 
the churchwide board of Women of the ELCA and 
served in this position until July 2017.  Her goal is to 
help women be "Bold Women"  who make positive 
changes.  
 
Patti reminded us that as members of Women of the 
ELCA, we recognize the organization changes our lives 
and the lives of other women we support when we 
love and serve as God wants us to.  With purpose, 
passion, connection and a willingness to serve, we 
learn it's not about me, but about God. With faith we 
tackle problems and learn there is nothing we can't 
accomplish.  
 
As an organization, we must be willing to change and 
be "All Ane.”  To do this we must be creative and rec-
ognize our changing roles and broader mission as we 
become a more diverse organization.   We must "Be 
Bold"  in our congregations.  Talk to new members 
about Women of the ELCA.  Share our talents with 
other members or  have a special program that inter-
ests them.  Be  willing to try something different. 

 

Patti encouraged us to use the many resources available 
through our churchwide organization to help us grow in 
faith.  These resources include the magazine Gather, 
Cafe'- a web based magazine, Bold Connections- a 
monthly e-newsletter, Daily Grace- an App  with daily 
readings, reflections & prayers, and the many program/
retreat topics that can be downloaded 
at womenoftheelca.org/resources   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As a community of women we act, speak and give bold-
ly.  We give to others with our quilts, tied blankets and 
baby care, personal care and school kits.  Our financial 
support allows the churchwide organization to support 
women with scholarships and grants to individuals and 
organizations.      
 
Patti commented on several occasions:  “This is one of 
the best conventions I’ve ever attended!”  A great com-
pliment from a woman who has seen many conventions 
in all her years with Women of the ELCA.  
                                                  
    Nancy Morth, Reporting 

http://womenoftheelca.org/resources


INEZ MILHOLLAND was an Icon of the New Woman in the 
early 1900’s.  Known and publicized for her beauty and her 
brilliance, she was raised by socially-conscious parents and 
educated at Vassar where she became active in the Wom-
en’s Suffrage Movement and advocacy for the poor. 
 
A rare woman, she earned a Law degree at NYU and 
promptly became involved with the labor strikes of the 
Women’s Garment Workers and the Triangle Shirtwaist fac-
tory struggle. Throughout her life, Inez worked and fought 
for the underrepresented and the oppressed. 
 
Known for her elegance, beauty and public presence, she 
led a big march down Fifth Avenue for New York Suffrage in 
1912 (Alice Paul’s Parade).  On the heels of that great spec-
tacle, Inez was drafted by Alice to lead the NAWSA radical 
parade to disturb the inauguration of the newly elected 
Democrat, Woodrow Wilson. March 3, 1913. Inez led 8,000 
women down Pennsylvania Avenue to the White House.                                               
       
     Continues…. 
 

On Friday evening we were entertained and edu-
cated by songs and stories of women’s suffrage. 
In the costume of the 1890’s, Peggy Lynn took us 
back to the writing of the United States Constitu-
tion when Abagail Adams urged her husband 
John to “remember the ladies.”   

She brought us to Seneca Falls where we met 
Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan 
B. Anthony of Rochester. Many other men and 
women were involved in the movement includ-
ing Fredrick Douglass when the Declaration of 
Sentiment was presented and signed by 100 
people. It stated that “All men and women were 
created equal.”  

Some of Peggy’s songs were “Taxation Tyranny,” 
“Keep Woman in Her Sphere,” “Song of Free 
Women” and “Women Should Have Bread and 
Roses.” The words and music were not always 
her own.  She did extensive research in the ar-
chives of  the women’s suffrage movement at 
the Library of Congress in Washington, DC. The 
women often used patriotic and military tunes as 
well as the French anthem Le Marseillaise!   

We heard about Alice Paul’s parade for rights 
and I liked her quote: “The way to right wrongs 
is to shine light upon them.”  Peggy told and 
sang about the Silent Sentinels of 1917 where 
women stood outside the White House for  
seventeen months during Woodrow Wilson’s 
presidency carrying signs in all kinds of weather  

 
 
 

begging the president to sign the 19th Amendment.  

She spoke of Susan B. Anthony who devoted much of her life 
to getting women the right to vote. Peggy Lynn said that An-
thony actually did vote in school board election in 1872, told 
all her friends about it and was then arrested. Anthony’s 19th 
Amendment allowing women the right to vote passed on 
August 26, 1920. She died in 1906 and never got the chance 
to vote. We thank all the brave and bold women we learned 
about and we thank Peggy Lynn for her educational and in-
spiring lecture through song and word.    
                                 Dianne Klafehn,  Reporting 

   FORWARD INTO LIGHT 

SINGING FOR SUFFRAGE  



Exercise Your Hard-Won Right to Vote  
Each and Every Time You Can!   

 

 

Our foremothers gave their lives so that 

we might have this right! 

Inez Milholland—continued  

Women in 12 western states could vote for president 
by this time, so eastern women traveled West to en-
courage women voters to vote against all those who 
were against Women’s Suffrage. Inez Milholland was 
the most dramatic, attractive, and prominent of the 
“flying envoys.” Despite illness and a grueling schedule 
of 50 speeches in 11 states in 30 days, Inez delivered 
her impassioned, “Appeal to the Women Voters of the 
West.”                                                   

October 23, 1916, Inez spoke to 1,500 people at 
Blanchard Hall in Los Angeles, California. Standing at 
the podium, she wobbled and fell to the floor, gasping 
her famous last public words, “Mr. President, How 
Long Must Women Wait for Liberty?” It was reported 
that, “She fell like a wilted white rose.” She was taken 
to Los Angeles Good Samaritan Hospital where she 
spent her last month and died at the age of 30. It was 
front page news across the country. Suffrage Leader 
Dies of Anemia in Los Angeles Hospital Early Sunday. 

MELANIE GIBBONS—Lutheran World Relief 

WOMEN STANDING FOR WOMEN 

 
 

Melanie Gibbons is the Quilts and Kits Manager at Lu-
theran World Relief based in Baltimore, Maryland.  Ms. 
Gibbons spoke about her opportunity to travel to Thai-
land for LWR.  She described her impressions of Bang-
kok, a bustling, busy city.   
 
From there, she and her companions flew to rural areas 
with the Border Consortium.  They visited three refugee 
camps located in the tropical rainforests of western 
Thailand.  Home to the Karen (ka-REN) people who have 
fled their homeland to escape killings, torture, rape, 
landmines and forced labor by the Burmese (Myanmar) 
military regime.  
 
Through persistent drizzle and mud-filled roads, the Lwr 
tam visited families living in bamboo shelters built with 
palm mats serving as walls and palm thatched roofs that 
had been patched many times.   
 
From the rafters of these shelters she noticed colorful, 
beautiful quilts, neatly folded and hung up to keep clean 
and dry during the day.  The quilts were very valuable to 
the people and they treasured each and every one.  
 
Today, 120,000 refugees live in the camps.  Life in these 
camps is difficult and regulated by the Thai government.  
Women gather regularly and work tirelessly with camp 
leadership to address the needs of the people-issues 
concerning education violence, health and wellness. 
                                                                 Continues... 



Women need to stand for women.  Women around the 
world do it every day.  Through LWR, the Women of the 
ELCA advocate and pray to make a difference.   
 
We are women standing up for women and we are 
changing the world.   
              SHARI MacFARLANE, Reporting 

 

“The quilts shone like lanterns in the  

darkness”….MELANIE 

DISPLAYS—DISPLAYS—DISPLAYS! 

WOW!  That was my first impression of our wonderful 

displays.  There were at least fourteen areas covered 

with information, pictures and handouts.  In eeping 

with our theme “Our History Is Our Strength” there was 

much infomtion on the 100th anniversary of the wom-

en's vote in new York.  The 500th Anniversary fo the 

Ref9ormation was also highlighted with much about 

Katie Luther. 

Many of the Mission projects were representd.  One 

table had a display about the ELCA World Hunger Pro-

ject and the 2017 synod emphasis:  Bridge Over Trou-

bled Water.”  Lutheran world Relief has info about 

school kits, personal kits, and baby kits.   

We had an area where school kits could be assembled.  
It was quite the assembly line.    
 
There was a display on the 500 Quilts challenge which 
included quilts and tied blankets.  Several of the fleece 
blankets were tied at another table.  The goal was 500 
quilts  (for obvious reasons) but the tally was 1,538 
quilts and blankets made and donated by the women of 
the Upstate NY Synod in the past year!!!   
 

Some of the HAPPY SCHOOL KIT ASSEMBLERS!!!  

School Kit Supplies purchased with a grant from 
Prince of Peace, Clifton Park, H-M Conference!  

THANK YOU!!! 



The “Be Thankful” table had a place to write down your prayers 
to be used during the Sunday worship service.  There were 
many opportunities to pray, have a foot washing or massage or 
therapeutic touch, put a puzzle together or take a walk.  There 
was something for everyone!     
 
Thanks to everyone who made this a great weekend. 
                                        Willie Lanfear, Reporting 

Love and healing in the Spa Room 

A surprise visit from Katie and Martin Luther  who 
shared stories about their relationship! 

thanks 

"Thank you to all the women who donated yarn at the Conven-

tion in Utica. It has been delivered to the Albion Correctional 

Facility where the inmates are knitting hats for Seafarers.  

Thank you for donating to this important outreach."  

     Barb Morey 

The Cherish All Children display included many handouts and 
excellent information  to take home.    A synod Anti-Racism 
Team display highlighted that ALL lives matter!  One table had 
a display of the women who have won the Nobel Peace Prize  
under the heading “Women Making A Difference” that  was 
inspiring.  The stewardship table offered many ways  to give 
including the new WELCA program Faithful Friends.  There 
were articles from Zimbabwe courtesy of Mary Rainey and an-
other with prayers and psalms to color.  Each of our tables al-
so had suffrage, women who made a difference and Refor-
mation images to color with color pencils!     

Pastor Marie Jerge shared a very personal and touch-
ing story from her seminary days when she was one 
of the first women seeking ordination.  She was given 
the BOLD Woman award for her pioneering work.    

Our Celebration Cake being well-guarded by Martin Luther! 



Quilt Project Commemorating the 500th 
Anniversary of the Reformation  
a Huge Success 
 
In October 2016, the members of the Upstate New 
York Women of the ELCA Board met to plan for actions 
to be taken for 2016-2017.  Knowing that 2017 would 
be the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation we want-
ed to plan a project that would reflect our history and 
our mission today.  
 
We took our inspiration from Martin Luther’s wife, 
Katie, knowing that it was her dedication to running 
their home that made her an important part of Mar-
tin’s work. We decided we would try to make 500 
quilts or blankets and share this mission with other 
churches across the Upstate New York Synod.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At first the information about the project was shared 
with WELCA units across the state. We also invited any 
church who wished to participate with us to send us 
their tally and where the quilts/blankets were given. 
An announcement of the project was made at the Syn-
od Assembly in 2016 again inviting all to join in the pro-
ject.  
 
We had many churches without an active WELCA unit 
but that have quilters or crafters contact us and ask to 
participate. It seemed we had a real chance to reach 
our 500 quilt goal. At the time of the 2017 Synod As-
sembly in June we announced that we had over 400 
quilts/blankets made and donated to over 20 organiza-
tions.   

 

The final number was 1,538!   

The final tally was conducted at our Upstate New 
York Women of the ELCA Convention held in Utica in 
September. That number included blankets that were 
tied during our convention.  

 
What a wonderful outpouring of service and dedica-
tion. This mission was truly an activity from one end 
of our state to the other with all working together in 
God’s name. We thank all who sewed, tied, transport-
ed to sites and tallied these items.  
 

Back (L -R):  Sarah Fisher, Sue Fox, Cindy Derendal, Karen Settem-
bre, Gail Markert, Missy Wilber, Cindy Rivera, Phyllis Keeler, Sue 
Nalle.  Front (L-R):  Serena Drobnack w Grandma Marilyn Dyer, 
Emily Zieres, Willie Lanfear, Barb Morey, Nan Richard.   

The Upstate NY Synod Triennial Delegation  
At the Minneapolis Convention Center 

Cindy and Phyllis meet Bishop Elizabeth Eaton! 



to what we stand for. (See additional articles for more 
detailed information) We had the pleasure of welcom-
ing a newly formed unit from Good Shepherd in 
Loudonville, NY.  
 
As this new two year term begins, your Board asks you 
to pray for us to continue the legacy of our foremothers 
and with your help spread the word about who we are 
and what we do. I hope to hear from many of you in 
the coming months.    
 
Sue Fox, President  
Upstate New York Women of the ELCA 
245sfox@gmail.com or 315-342-3175 

President’s Report 

This summer was an especially busy time for the 
Women of the ELCA. In June 2017, we were asked to 
host a fellowship time during the 2017 Synod Assem-
bly. This was a chance to be very visible during the 
Assembly and share information about what our or-
ganization was doing as well as information for 
churches that wanted to start a WELCA unit.  The 10th 
Triennial Gathering  for Women of the ELCA was held 
in Minneapolis, MN in July with over 3000 women 
attending and learning what the theme, All Anew, 
meant. There was singing, worship, workshops, a fun 
run, and mission opportunities.   
 
Upstate NY was represented by 15 women from our 
state and we found the time there uplifting, informa-
tive, inspiring and fun. There is a great deal more in-
formation to be found about the Triennial at the 
WELCA website. Check it out! 
 
Our own Upstate New York Women of the ELCA was 
held in Utica, NY in September and it was an amazing 
three days of celebration of our heritage.  Under the 
theme “Our History Is Our Strength,” we learned 
about the history of the NY State Suffrage movement, 
our Lutheran heritage and  the 30th Anniversary of the 
Women of the ELCA. With a mix of displays, speakers, 
videos and entertainment, all went away with a new 
awareness of who we are as well as a new dedication 

CWO Representative Patti Austin installed new officers and Board members elected for 2017-2019. They are     (L-R) 
Marcia Sheldon (GFL), Barb King (GFL),  Sue Nalle (Sec) CCC, Karen Settembre (CCC),  Ruth Schmidt (NF),  Sue Fox 
(Pres) CCC,  Willie Lanfear (FH),  Cindy Rivera (Treas) FH and (not pictured) Lois Rumfelt (SW).   At the Board meeting 
held on October 14, 2017, Barb King agreed to serve as VP and former Secretary, Ann Seppa (GFL) agreed to continue 
as a board member.  There is one opening on the board and it is hoped that a woman from the H-M conference will 
be found to fill the spot to have representation from all the conferences.   

CWO Rep Patti Austin thanks outgoing board members Sarah 

Fisher, Missy Wilber and Ann Seppa for their years of service. 

mailto:245sfox@gmail.com


Suffragette Table Decorations and Reformation coloring pages.  
All the suffragette decorations were made by the gals from Foot-
hills and they added so much to our enjoyment! 

Do these women looked puzzled??? 

Marilyn Dyer (Chair) with  Planning Committee Members from the Foothills 
Conference (L-R) Gail Markert,  Willie Lanfear, Cindy Rivera, Barb Kramer 
(back),  Linda Klump  and Carly Kramer (front)  with   Sadie Dillenbeck.  Gail, 
Barbara, Linda and Carly were the Spa Room gals at this convention—Nancy 
Morth from NF, too.  Man, did they get a work out!!! 

Thank you to Lois and Athena 

Batsios, Mary Rainey and Sarah 

Fisher from Hudson Mohawk 

Conference who were the other 

members of the  Convention 

Planning Committee.  Sarah was 

probably playing the piano or 

coordinating the Kits assembly 

and Lois running the AV equip-

ment when this photo was tak-

en.  Mary was most likely re-

hearsing the Martin and Katie 

skit she wrote!  All such talent-

ed women!!    

Thank you for all your hard work to give everyone a wonderful convention!   

The beautiful conference room World Hunger Display 



Thank you to  Linda Klump and Barbara and Carly Kramer from  

the Foothills Conference for the beautiful suffragette decorations! 

Enjoying the nail station! 

 

One of the suffragette displays 

featuring women prominent in 

the movement and adorned with 

playing cards—each with a statis-

tic about disparity between men 

and women in the workplace, ed-

ucation and programs available 

for childcare in the United States!  

We STILL have issues of equality 

to fight for!  

LWR DISPLAY 

 

 

 

Upstate New York 2018 Spring Ingatherings 

May 4, 2018—Rochester 

May 5, 2018—Syracuse and Clifton Park 

Details will be finalized soon.  Watch special 

emails with instructions for dropping off Quilts, 

Kits, Fleece Tied Blankets and Soap. 



Some of the women from our newest unit at Good Shepherd, Loudonville (H-M Conf) singing arm in arm!   
L-R  Bertie Cole, Susan Brant, Meg Winters, Kirsten Anderson, Barb McGunness 

Reference and Counsel Committee gives their final report:  
L-R:  Karen Douglass (CCC), Marilyn Dyer (HM)  and Barb  
Wozniak (NF) 

We learn! 

   We laugh! 

      We love! 

Marilyn Dyer and Melanie Gibbons unwrap pencil sharp-

eners and erasers for  School Kits assembly 

Patti Austin and  Pastors Marie Jerge and Pamela Hoh distribute 

communion at closing worship.  Pastor Pamela led the engaging 

Bible Study on Mary Magdalene.   



Chris Nash, Storyteller, delighted us with her original 
story from the perspective of “Martin Luther’s Pen”  

A banner from one of our conventions at Camp of the 
Woods  was  on display to remind us of our history. 

Pastor Pamela Hoh leading the Bible  
Study on Mary Magdalene 

Bishop Marie speaking during the  
BOLD WOMAN AWARD Presentation 

Left:  Prays were written at the Be Thankful Table 

and were offered during Sunday’s Worship Celebra-



 

As a community of women created in the image of God, called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and em-

powered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts,     support one anoth-

er in our callings,  engage in ministry and action, and promote healing and wholeness in the church, the 

society, and the world.  

EVANGEL- LINES  

NEWSLETTER 

 

Marilyn Dyer, Editor 
47 Deerhaven Lane 

Rensselaer, New York  
12144 

 

PLEASE POST ON  

YOUR CHURCH 

BULLETIN BOARD 

NUMBERS FROM THE CONVENTION 

 A special offering was taken to benefit Lutheran 
World Relief amounting to $320.00. 

 
 The convention Offering was $2451.00 with one 

half going to  Lutheran Disaster Relief, one quar-
ter to churchwide women of the ELCA and one 
quarter to the synodical women’s organization.  

 

 The Purse Auction (which was actually “buy any 
purse for a $5 donation) garnered $354 for the 
Carol Grimes Memorial Scholarship Fund for 
first time convention attendees. 

 
 Eighty five women attended.  Nineteen were 

first timers.   

One hundred LWR school kits were assembled. 


