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H - Hunger facts 
815 million people around the world - that's more than 1 in 10 - can't access the 

food they need to live active, healthy lives. [1] Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations, 2017 
According to the most recent estimates, 766.6 million people live in extreme 

poverty on less than $1.90 per day. That's 10.7% of the world's population.  [2] The 

World Bank, 2015 
At some point in 2016 (the most recent year available), more than 41.2 million 

people in the United States were unsure where their next meal might come from. [3] USDA, 2017 
40.6 million Americans were living in poverty in 2016. For a family of four, this means their annual household 

income was below $24,563. [4] US Census Bureau, 2017 

A – Advocacy 

ELCA advocacy works for change in public policy based on the experience of Lutheran ministries, programs 
and projects around the world and in communities across the United States. We work through political channels on 

behalf of the following biblical values: peacemaking, hospitality to strangers, care for creation, and concern for 
people living in poverty and struggling with hunger and disease.  

Together, we achieve things on a scale and scope that we could never do otherwise. When we act as a 

coordinated network of advocates and reach out to officials on relevant, timely issues, we effectively impact public 
policies. Join thousands of ELCA members — sign up for the ELCA e-Advocacy Network now. At 

www.elca.org/advocacy. 

N – Networking 

Working through ELCA congregations, global companion churches, The Lutheran World Federation and other 
partners like Bread for the World, Church World Service, Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service and Lutheran 

World Relief, the ELCA reaches more places more effectively than we could ever do alone. In addition to funding 
relief and development projects that assist our sisters and brothers in need, we engage members of the ELCA in 

education and advocacy to help change the systems that perpetuate poverty. 

D - Lutheran Disaster Response strives to help the church continue to be church in the midst of 

disaster — following Christ’s call to bring hope and healing to our neighbor in need. Some key areas of work 
include: 

Providing emotional and spiritual care for people who have been affected by a disaster and for leaders who 
respond to a disaster 

Coordinating volunteers through our local affiliates 

Assisting refugees in a holistic way by meeting the varied needs of the community 
Promoting disaster risk-reduction by helping communities build their assets thereby reducing the effects of 

likely disasters 
Providing long-term recovery efforts by addressing the unmet needs months or even years after a  

disaster strikes. 

S – Sustainable Development 
By providing immediate relief to those who are hungry, we meet basic needs and recognize the universal 

human right to food. But ending hunger is about more than food. By connecting people with the resources they need 
to produce food and gain access to clean water, education, health care and sources of income, long-term, 

sustainable change can be accomplished.  
We start with relationships marked by conversation and listening. We believe people know their own 

communities best. It is our congregations and our global companion churches that first identify the local needs and 
related solutions to help make a difference. Then, we partner with communities to help make those solutions a 

reality. 


