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Melanie  Gibbons 

Kit and Quilt Manager 

 

Registrar 

Cindy Rivera 

 

Pamper Station 

Foot Washing—Hand Massage  

Nail Painting—Therapeutic Touch  

Chocolate! 

 

Well Behaved Women Seldom Make History 

Ingathering of 500 Quilt/Blanket Challenge 

Purse Auction 

Fleece Blanket Tying 

Learn to Crochet a Prayer Labyrinth 

Displays 

Saturday Night at the Movies 

2017 Convention Plans Well Underway—SAVE THE DATE! 

“Our History Is Our Strength”  
September 22-24, 2017 

Historic Hotel Utica—Utica, NY 
 

Theme Verse—Philippians 4:13   
I  can do all things through God who  

strengthens me 

 
Theme Hymn 

For All the Faithful Women  
 

Focusing on the 100th anniversary of women’s 

suffrage in New York State (Friday night) and 

the celebration of the 500th anniversary of the 

Reformation (Saturday) the planning team from 

the Foothills and Hudson-Mohawk conferences  

are pleased to announce the following: 

 

Keynote Speaker 

Former Bishop Marie Jerge 

 

Churchwide WELCA Representative 

Churchwide President Patti Austin 

 

 

AND MORE!  

















Linda Post Bushkofsky, 

Executive Direction, 

Women of the ELCA ad-

dresses the convention 

ready agreed to work on the 2015 convention 

planning committee as part of the music team!   

Way to jump in, Jessica!   

 

Officer and Board Member elections wee also 

held.  Sue Fox, Grace, Oswego, was re-elected 

as Vice President.  Board Members elected were:       

Sarah Fisher, St Peter, Malta, HM; Barb King, 

Our Saviour, Rochester, GFL; Sue Nalle, Grace, 

Oswego, CC; Willie Lanfear, Trinity, Amster-

dam, HM; and Cindy Derendal,          , Endwell, 

ST. 

 

Cindy is brand, brand new to our board and 

attended the synod assembly workshop on 

Women of the ELCA presented by Marilyn Dyer.  

She was active in women of the ELCA back in 

her home state of      before she came to NY.    

 

Great thanks for their willingness to serve and 

their enthusiasm for the ministries of Women of 

the ELCA in their units, conferences, synodical-

ly, and worldwide.   

 

CONVENTION 2015 will be held in the Niagara 

Frontier Conference from September 25-17 at 

the Millenium Hotel in Buffalo.  The theme is 

“Called to Be” and is based on Timothy    

Barb Wozniak and Nancy Morth are heading 

the committee.  

 

We were happy to wel-
come two first time at-
tendee scholarship win-
ners to our convention:  
Judith Austin from 
Horseheads, NY and Jes-
sica Dows from the Ni-
agara Frontier.  Both -
gave their impressions of 
the convention and their 
time with the women in 
our synod.  Jessica fa-
vored us with a beautiful 
vocal solo and has al-

Public comments invited for  

Gender-Based Violence Message 
 

(From Fall 2014 Seeds for the Parish newsletter) 

 

Are you concerned about the epidemic of gender-

based violence in the United States and around the 

world?  The ELCA churchwide organization is seek-

ing your input. 

 

The draft of an ELCA Social Message on Gender-

based Violence, written in consultation with experts 

in the field, is now posted at ELCA.org/social mes-

sages.  At the same address you will find an online 

survey form inviting your comment and response.   

Social messages are documents adopted by the 

ELCA Church Council on behalf of the ELCA that 

draw attention to particular pressing matters of so-

cial concern. 

 

Our participation in responding to the draft mes-

sage on gender-based violence is strongly encour-

ages and welcomed.  An online form is available on 

ELCa.org.   

 

This social message was requested by the ELCA Task 

Force on Women and Justice: One in Christ, and 

authorized by ELCA Church Council in October 

2013.  The proposed message, revised in light of 

received public comments, will be submitted to the 

Church Council for their approval in the spring of 

2015.   

 

It is possible to share questions and concerns about 

this work at any time.  Emails can be addressed to 

womenandjustice@elca.org and regular mail to 

“Gender-Based Violence Writing Team,” c/o Office 

of the Presiding Bishop, 8765 W. Higgins Road, 

Chicago, IL 60631.  All communications will be 

kept, read and considered.  Find more information 

online at ELCA.org/socialmessages.   



The importance of advocacy work 

The public policies our U.S. elected officials write, amend 

and ultimately adopt can have ongoing effects on our 

neighbors who are struggling with hunger and living with 

poverty, as well as God’s creation.  Through advocacy, 

ELCA members have the opportunity to work with law-

makers to help create opportunities to overcome poverty, 

promote peace and dignity, and defend God’s creation. 

 

We are a church that is energized by lively engagement in 

our faith and public life.  We serve in response to God’s 

love to meet human needs and protect creation.  When we, 

as ELCA members, lift our voices together to influence pol-

icies that advance the common good, we further God’s 

work in our world. 

 

We are also a church that thinks of governments as help-

ful ways God is active in our world.  This is clear from the 

very first generation of Lutheran reformers and their ac-

tions.  When you write your public official, you are unit-

ing with a community of Lutherans concerned with how 

public policies work for our neighbors as a matter of faith.  

 

In its very first social statement in 1991, “The Church in 

Society: A Lutheran Perspective,” our church committed to 

“work with and on behalf of the poor, the powerless and 

those who suffer, using its power and influence with polit-

ical and economic decision-making bodies to develop and 

advocate policies that seek to advance justice, peace, and 

the care of creation.” 

 

ELCA advocacy is most effective when Lutherans across the 

country are involved and active.  The ELCA has profession-

al policy staff that help facilitate Lutheran advocacy ef-

forts, but members of Congress want to hear from you—

your stories and experiences can influence and impact 

their decisions. 

 

Steps to take:  

 Join the ELCA e-Advocacy Network.  By signing up for 

the ELCA e-Advocacy Network, you will receive legis-

lative updates and key advocacy opportunities in your 

inbox.  You can also share these action alerts with 

your personal network on social media.  

 Reach out to your members of Congress by email, 

letter or phone.  Encourage your congregation to do 

the same.  Each of us has a unique story, and we are 

part of a larger story that makes up the ELCA.  Share 

how issues affect you, your neighbors, your commu-

nity and our world. 

 

 Invite your officials to visit your congregation’s min-

istry or project.  Lawmakers are more likely to sup-

port helpful legislation whey they see first hand the 

needs of a community.  By reminding our officials of 

what Lutherans do to serve alongside people in their 

communities and around the world, we establish a 

voice of compassion, credibility and concern. 

 

 Build a relationship with staff in your congressional 

state or district office.  Invite this regional staff to 

your congregation’s events and visit their offices reg-

ularly, let them know what positions you’d like your 

representative to take on crucial issues. 

 

 Register to vote—and vote!  Voting is an important 

means of expressing your concern and accomplishing 

or influencing a change locally and nationally. 

 

 Write a letter to the editor of a local newspaper, lift-

ing up an issue of concern.  Mention your elected 

officials by name and you will not only reach your 

fellow constituents, but you will also get the attention 

of your officials’ offices.  Remember the most power-

ful voice is your own. 

 

 If you have Lutheran State Public Policy Office in 

your state (we no longer have one in NY as budget 

cuts at the synod office forced it to close) get involved 

in this ministry.  The ELCA has offices strategically 

located in several state capitals with the purpose of 

engaging ELCA members in advocacy for hunger-

related issues in the state legislature. 

 

 Is your youth group, adult Sunday school class or 

other group from your congregation coming to 

Washington DC?  Connect with the ELCA advocacy 

staff by sending an email.   

 

Learn more about ELCA advocacy and how you can get 

involved at ELCA.org/advocacy.  



Board meets at Vanderkamp 

Women take charge 

In quick succession since May, three wom-

en—all in their 40s—were chosen to lead his-

toric large churches in major cities.  Shannon 

Johnson Kershner is the first female solo sen-

ior pastor of Chicago’s Fourth Presbyterian 

Church; Amy Butler leads New York City’s 

Riverside Church; and Ginger Gaines—Cirelli 

serves Foundry United Methodist Church in 

Washington DC.  “The truth is that for years, 

it was all men; in some places it still is, and 

nobody bats an eye,” Gaines-Cirelli said.  So 

the fact that we’re live-streaming to the world 

this other vision is kind of prophetic.”  All 

three said they look forward to the day they’re 

viewed simply as their congregation’s pastor, 

rather than its woman pastor.   

 
From The Lutheran, November 2104 

 

 

 



Keep us informed 

Is your church or women’s group having an interesting event or speaker?  What ministries are your women involved in?  Do you have 

photos?  When is your Spring/Fall Assembly?  What YOU are doing may be just the inspiration another unit/congregation needs!  

Share—Share—Share!   Send information about your upcoming events and photos to Judy Holmes,  our Communications Leader, at 

judyholmes76@gmail for inclusion in the Women of the ELCA link of the Upstate Update online synodical newsletter  and for publica-

tion in the Evangel-Lines.   



Our Purpose Statement:  As a community of women created in the image of God, called to        

discipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to grow in 

faith, affirm our gifts, support one another in our callings, engage in ministry and action, and 

promote healing and wholeness in the church, the society, and the world.  

 

Upstate NY Synod Women of the ELCA 

EVANGEL LINES NEWSLETTER 

Marilyn Dyer, Editor 

47 Deer Haven Drive 

Rensselaer, New York 12144 


