
January 20, 2018 
 
Good morning everyone! 
 
2018 in Central New York has begun with an astonishing amount of child sexual abuse. 
On one page of the Syracuse Post Standard were these article headlines: “Former 
student teacher admits child porn”, EX-DPW COMMISSIONER, NOW BUS DRIVER, 
CHARGED WITH CHILD PORN”, “HANNIBAL MAN CHARGED WITH SEXUALLY 
ABUSING CHILD”. There have been many more child sexual abuse and child porn cases 
in the news in Central New York just in the first 20 days of 2018. On the Channel 6 news 
last night there were four more cases of child sexual abuse reported in succession with 
photos of the perpetrators. 
 
It brings deep sighs of grief and heartbreak for these children. It brings tear to my eyes 
for the innocence they have lost. It brings anger at the perpetrators as well as pity. What 
is missing in their lives that they feel such a need for control. 
 
On the 1st day of 2018 in Orlando, Florida the Tribune News Service reported: “The men 
came, one after another, to a hotel room in the heart of Orlando’s tourist district. For 
$200 an hour, a 16 year old girl was forced to have sex with the strangers while her 
pimp kept watch from a car in the hotel parking lot.” 
 
Cherish All Children has a new Executive Director Joy McElroy.  The organization is 
now affiliated with Lutheran Social Service Minnesota.  It is my intention to have a 
conversation with Joy this month and learn the benefits of this new connection. First 
though, I need to hear from all of you, the congregations who have 
committed to the prevention of sexual child abuse, those congregations who 
are still deciding whether to commit and those who want to know more 
about this vital ministry for the safety and wellbeing of all children. 
 
The web site www.cherishchildren.org is a good place to begin or refresh a 
congregation’s knowledge of the purpose Cherish All Children. I am available for 
conversation by phone 315.314.6835(H) or 585.690.1148(C). My email 
ismadmim4@yahoo.com if that is preferable. 
 
January is National Human Trafficking Awareness Month. With the Super Bowl coming 
soon to Minneapolis there are extra support efforts to help curb trafficking before and 
during and after the big game. What can we do here in Upstate New York? 
WE CAN PRAY!!!!  We are a synod that Prays First. Let’s do it!!  Pray for children in 
your committees, your WELCA groups, men’s groups, insert prayers to change 
perpetrators hearts and for the safety of all children through age 25 during these weeks 
up to and after the Super Bowl. Prayer is powerful.  Prayers said together across 
the Upstate New York Synod can be explosive!! 
 
On the website in the pulldown under prayer is the Lenten Prayer Series. I urge you all 
to insert these in your Lenten Sunday prayers or your midweek Lenten services. 
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tel:(315)%20314-6835
tel:(585)%20690-1148
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People we are called to act with justice. The ELCA Message on Commercial 
Sexual Exploitation state: “Love born is faith in Jesus Christ calls us all to 
attend to, discuss, resist, and reject the system of sexual 
exploitation.”  Cherish All Children is a social ministry that equips 
congregations to prevent child sexual exploitation. 
 
Ginny Rudloff and I from Cherish All Children ask:  How about you? Have you heard a 
call to act against an injustice? Is it possible you’ve been called more than once and you 
didn’t respond because you didn’t know what to do or were afraid to act? Let’s answer 
that call and trust that God will guide us. 
 
Pray with me this hymn of commitment: 
Here I am Lord, Is it I Lord?  I have heard You calling in the night.  I will go Lord, if 
You lead me.   I will hold Your people in my heart. 
In Jesus name, Amen. 
  
Blessings, peace and joy 
Dianne Klafehn 
Synod Leader for Cherish All Children 
Upstate New York Synod/Women of the ELCA 
 


