
The ELCA Young Adults in Global 
Mission program invites ELCA young 
adults ages 21-29 into a 
transformative, year-long journey 
in international service. As they 
offer themselves in service, ELCA 
young adults are shaped by the 
witness of our global neighbors. 
They share in the journeys of 
companion churches and 
organizations around the world.

I have been blessed with an 
amazing group of people I get to 
call my family! Ryan, Anna, Jacob, 
Meredith, Jake, Sammy, and Jordan 
have welcomed and accepted me as 
I am and we have helped each other 
prepare for the journey ahead!

The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; 
he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be 

afraid; do not be discouraged.”
-Deuteronomy 31:8

Quotes to Ponder

meet the team!



-There is never just one story to any narrative. listen to Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s 
ted talk about this subject.
-The dusable museum of african american history in chicago, il is a great place to go 
and learn parts of history the textbooks leave out

Answering the call to spend a year abroad in service was one of the most exciting and scary things I have done in my life. During 
orientation, 93 young adults plus staff, alumni, and short term volunteers provided a loving and safe environment for conversation and 
growth. Not only did we have our country-mates to lean on. There is something almost magical about being in a place of individuals who 
are preparing to give themselves completely for a year of newness and service. It didn’t matter who you were, where you came from, or 
where you were serving. Anyone could join a conversation with open arms and be fully accepted as they were. There was no hesitation 
and we immediately began to discuss topics like privilege, race, and accompaniment. It was an eye opening and life changing week.

While serving in South Africa, I will be in Soweto volunteering at the Diakonia AIDS Ministry along with Meredith! I don’t know much 
about the community i will be living in, or the people I will be serving. However, one of my favorite parts about yagm is the fact that 
it is teaching me how to be a servent, and not just participate in an act of service. See, there is a difference most people don’t 
understand. participating in service implies that you have some amount of control over the things you are doing. In this circumstance, i 
am just a leaf in the wind ready and able to go wherever i am needed to be. I am excited to be in a place to practice patience, grace, 
and acceptance in new and life changing ways.

Resources

participate in the adventure
abbymandris@gmail.com

abby mandris

abbymandris

amateur_human_being

http://support.elca.org/site/TR?px=1048018&fr_id=1181&pg=personal
donate!

follow my blog!
abbygoestoafricablog.wordpress.com


