
 
 

 
Upstate NY Synod Women of the ELCA 2019 Convention  

 
“And God said . . . Walk a Faithful Journey” 

 
Rest, relax, and recharge on beautiful Canandaigua Lake and enjoy a program of Bible study,  

spiritual reflection, fellowship, and workshops.  
 

Where: Notre Dame Retreat House, 5151 Foster Road, Canandaigua, NY 14424 
(585) 394-5700 
 

When:  October 4th – 6th 
Registration:  $65 for the weekend 
Registration for Saturday only:  $75 (includes meals) 
Lodging:  Cost for lodging includes all meals.  

Double Room (2 beds) with full bath----$170 per person 
  Single Room (with sink and shared toilet) ---- $200 per person 
Workshops: Presenter, Pastor Aileen Robbins - “Camino de Santiago” 
  *Pilgrimage to the shrine of the apostle St. James in Spain* 
 
Any questions, contact Simone Harter at Lutheran Church of Our Saviour, 
office@oursaviourrochester.org or (585) 247-7824 
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May  2019 
Dear Sisters in Faith, 
 
On behalf of the Board members of the Upstate New 
York Women of the ELCA, I would like to wish you 
a very rewarding 2019. Let me first thank you for your 
faithful efforts supporting the mission and purpose of 
Women of the ELCA. We appreciate all you do in our 
shared mission of mobilizing women to act boldly on 
their faith in Jesus Christ.  
 
As an active unit of WELCA I would like to remind 
you that our Synod Women’s Organization (SWO) 
would not be able to continue our mission without 
your financial support. As an active unit, one of the 
responsibilities is to support the work of WELCA 
beyond your local unit. Have you remembered to 
support your SWO? Traditionally, units have given 
one half of their yearly offerings to their Synod 
Women’s Organization.  Also, does your unit collect 
a Thankoffering? There are resources available from 
our Churchwide Women’s Organization (CWO) to 
tell you about Thankofferings and how those 
offerings, which are given directly to the CWO, are 
used. You can find these resources on the Women of 
the ELCA website, womenoftheelca.org/tool-for-
leaders.  
 
You may ask “what is this money used for?” At the 
SWO, we use these resources to plan general events 
throughout the Synod, a biannual Convention, 
provide scholarships and financial aid to women to 
attend these events. We share your missions through 
our newsletter and provide financial support to the 
Cherish All Children program. We reach out to 
women across the Synod to let them know of 
programs throughout the world that we help to 
support.  
 
Our Churchwide Women’s Organization continues 
this mission throughout the world by using the monies 
sent by our units as well as direct support from our 
SWO. One half of the resources collected by our SWO 
are sent to the CWO.  Katie’s Fund is an endowment 
fund used by CWO to support programs and women 
around the world. You can find out much more about 
these programs at the WELCA website or by 
contacting a member of our SWO Board.  
 

For Your Calendar:  
I would like to remind you 

to put the Upstate NY 
WELCA Convention on 
your calendar now!  
 

• Our 2019 WELCA Convention will be held 
October 4-6, 2019 at Notre Dame Retreat 
Center in Canandaigua, NY. At that time we 
will be electing new Board members, officers 
and delegates to the 2020 Triennial Gathering 
in Phoenix, Arizona. EACH ACTIVE UNIT 
SHOULD HAVE A DELEGATE AT THE 
CONVENTION. Prayerfully consider if you 
would like to serve in one of these leadership 
roles. God is calling you! 

Again, I would like to thank you for your faithful 
support. We are here to support you as well. If you 
have any questions, please contact your Conference 
Coordinators, a Board member or me at 
fox_fam@hotmail.com or (315-342-3175). 
 
Sincerely, 
Sue Fox,  
President of the Upstate New York Women of the 
ELCA 
 
 
 
SAVE THE DATE: 
 
ELEVENTH TRIENNIAL CONVENTION 
July 14, 2020 – July 16, 2020 

Phoenix, Arizona 

 

ELEVENTH TRIENNIAL GATHERING 
July 16, 2020 – July 19, 2020 

Phoenix, Arizona 

President’s Message 



 3 

 
 

Conference 
Happenings 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Niagara Frontier Conference 
 
On Tuesday evening, April 9, 2019, 18 women from 
5 congregations in the Niagara Frontier Conference 
gathered at St. John's Lutheran Church, West Seneca 
for fellowship and sharing.  A brief business meeting 
was held.  Nancy Morth, Conf. Coord. encouraged 
people to consider running for the Synodical Board as 
well as leadership roles in the Conference.  Ruth 
Schmidt, our Synodical Board Representative, gave a 
report of the April 6, 2019, board meeting.  She shared 
information about the Oct. 4-6 Synodical Convention 
and the "Coins for Katie" campaign.  The offering 
collected was divided equally between the synod and 
"Coins for Katie". 
 
Pastor Valerie de Cathelineau, St. John's, West 
Seneca, led us in the program, "Listening to God- A 
Guide to Discernment".  This is a program prepared 
by Women of the ELCA. During the presentation, 
Pastor Valerie helped us learn what it means for an 
individual to discern God's hopes and desires for her 
life.  Barbara Wozniak presented the Prayer of 
Examen, an ancient Christian practice, as one way we 
can begin to learn to notice God's guidance and listen 
more consciously to it.      
 
Submitted by Nancy Morth, Conference Coordinator 
 

 
 

Hudson-Mohawk & Foothills 
Conferences 

 

Our combined fall retreat, Nov. 2 & 3, 2018 was held 
at Camp Pinnacle in Voorheesville, NY.   
 
Our theme, “One Circus, Three Rings” (One God, The 
Father, Son, & Holy Spirit) was embraced throughout 
the entire weekend.   
 
Friday evening, we watched the movie, The Greatest 
Showman, which reminded us of our faith 
commitment to love one another without boundaries 
and redemption for all.  A trivia game, craft time, 
friendship time and delicious food were all a part of 
the two days together.   
 
Saturday worship was a clown service led by the 
youth group from Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in 
Clifton Park, NY.  We look forward to our next 
combined Conference retreat in the fall of 2020. 
 
Hudson-Mohawk women – save the date of June 22 
for a museum experience.  Watch your email for 
details.  
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Coins  

for Katie  

Katie’s Fund is an endowment that supports ministry 
in three areas: leadership development, global 
connections, and living theology. Katie’s Fund is 
now worth more than one million dollars. Women of 
the ELCA established Katie’s Fund in 1997 – 20 years 
ago – to honor the legacy of Katharina von Bora 
Luther, Martin Luther’s wife, to raise up bold leaders 
for the churchwide women’s organization, and to 
support bold and creative ministry for generations to 
come.  

As an endowment, the principle never gets spent, only 
the interest, so the more we contribute, the more 
Katie’s Fund can do to support its ministries of 
leadership development, global connections and 
living theology. Recently Women of the ELCA 
established, “Katie’s Fund Current,” to support 
immediate ministry projects.  

The current challenge – to raise the endowment to 
three million dollars by 2020, Women of the ELCA’s 
next Triennial. Our Synod Women’s Organization can  

help in this effort. How? Join the “Coins for Katie” 
campaign. It’s easy. Just find a jar, label it “Coins for 
Katie”, put it on a counter, dresser, desk (or wherever) 
and just drop in that loose change as it accumulates in 
your pocket, purse or coat. 

Let’s challenge ourselves, as Upstate New York 
Synod Women of the ELCA, to raise $500.00 in the 
“Coins for Katie” campaign by October 31st. 

Contact me, Lois Rumfelt, at rumfelt@stny.rr.com or 
(716) 664-4409, to join the campaign. In the 
meantime, keep supporting Katie’s Fund through 
special offerings throughout the year. Thanks for all 
your support and your continued stewardship to 
Women of the ELCA. 

In Christ,  

Thank you to ALL who donated Quilts, Fleece Tied 
Blankets, Kits, and Soap to LWR to fill the truck on 
May 11, 2019 here in Upstate NY.  Many thanks to 
Laura Light, Admin at Atonement in Syracuse and 
Melanie Edwards, Admin at Prince of Peace in Clifton 
Park, NY who calmly dealt with some truck issues.  
All is well, and all your donations are at the LWR 
warehouse in Baltimore. 
So, it’s time to think and plan your LWR events for 
2019-2020.  Check out their website, www.lwr.org for 
resources for Sunday School or a special church event.  
Collect school kit items during the school supply 
sales.  Plan a Kit project during Advent or Lent.  Use 
your creative ideas and hands to help LWR help our 
sisters and brothers around the world.  Read the 
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upcoming Evangel-Lines for the date of next year’s 
LWR Ingathering in Upstate NY.    

 
 

J Check out the site below for details of how you or 
anyone you know that shops on Amazon can help 
Women of the ELCA 
 
www.womenoftheelca.org/blog/news/give-with-a-smile 
 
J AmazonSmile is a simple, automatic way to 
support Women of the ELCA every time you shop at 
Amazon.com, at no cost to you.  The AmazonSmile 
Foundation will donate .5 percent of what you 
spend at Amazon to the churchwide women’s 
organization.   

J Your privacy is protected – Women of the ELCA 
is never informed of your purchases, the amount you 
spend, or even that it’s you who’s supporting Women 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
through AmazonSmile. 

Note:   when you are checking out the details of this 

program, you must spell out Women of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  

to have your percentage donated to the churchwide 

organization –  because there are other Women of the 

ELCA Synods that are on the list, so by spelling out 

Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America your donation will go to the churchwide 

organization.  
 

 

www.cherishallchildren.org 
 
Our Mission 
We educate, equip, and engage churches and 

communities to prevent child sexual exploitation and 

trafficking. 

 

Our Vision 
Raising healthy generations free from sexual 

exploitation! 

 

Cherish All Children is a social ministry 

organization affiliated with Lutheran Social Service 

Minnesota supporting ELCA churches across the 

US. 

 
For more information contact: 
     Dianne Klafehn  
     Cherish All Children Upstate NY Synod Leader, 
     Women of the ELCA 
     madmim4@yahoo.com 
 
 
 

 
 
Gather —the magazine of the Women of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America — guides 
you as you live and experience your faith every day. 
With this special offer for new subscribers, you 
can get a whole year of Gather (10 issues) for just 
$9.95 — that’s $10 or half off the regular subscription 
rate! 
 
For subscription information go to: 
gathermagazine.org  
and click on “Subscribe

Amazon will donate 
0.5% of the price of 
your eligible 
purchases to 
WELCA when you 
use Amazon Smile 
to shop! 
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REGISTRATION FORM, deadline September 16th 
WOMEN OF THE ELCA 

Upstate New York Synod 2019 Convention 
 

October 4th – 6th (Friday, Saturday and Sunday) 
at Notre Dame Retreat House 

5151 Foster Road, Canandaigua, NY 14424, (585) 394-5700 
 

Registration Fee $65; cost for lodging includes meals: 
Double Room (2 beds) with bath, $170 per person 

Single Room with sink, $200 per person - shared toilet (Jack and Jill setup) 
Saturday only $75 (Registration and meals) 

 

“AND GOD SAID…WALK A FAITHFUL JOURNEY” 
 

 
Please print 
 
Name _________________________ Badge Nickname _______________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________ 

Primary Phone ___________________ Cell Phone __________________________ 

Email _______________________________ Month of birthday ________________ 

Church ______________________________ Conference ____________________________ 

Dietary, Mobility or Special Needs ______________________________________________ 
 
Need registration confirmation by postal mail? (otherwise sent via email) □ Yes □ No 
 
Does your church have a WELCA unit?  □ Yes □ No 
 
You are reserving a: □ Single Room      □ Double Room     □ Coming on Saturday only 
 
Will you need a roommate?  □ Yes    □ No   Person’s Name ___________________________ 
 
Please mark all that apply:  □ Voting Member (Delegate)  □ Alternate  □ Participant 

□ Visitor  □ Board Member  □ Conference Coordinator  □ Scholarship recipient 
□ First time attending 
 

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO:  
 

Lutheran Church of Our Saviour   
Mail to: 

Simone Harter 
Lutheran Church of Our Saviour 
2415 Chili Avenue,  
Rochester, NY 14624 

 

Please note on the check “WELCA convention” 
 

Any questions, contact Simone at 
office@oursaviourrochester.org or (585) 247-7824 

 

Weekend Registration Fee  $65  ________ 

Saturday Registration Only 
(includes Registration & meals) $75  ________ 

Single Room 
(includes meals) $200/person ________ 

Double Room 
(includes meals) $170/person ________ 

Your Total   ________ 
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Upstate New York Women of the ELCA 

    Financial Aid Application 
2019 Upstate New York Women of the ELCA Convention – October 4-6, 2019 

Applicant’s Name: ____________________________________Phone Number ______________ 

Address: ___________________________________________Email ______________________ 

Congregation You Attend_______________________________ Conference ________________ 

Requirements for receiving financial aid for the 2019 Convention: 

• You must be an active member of a WELCA unit. 

• You must attend the full convention. 

• You will maintain contact with your WELCA congregational unit to explore further participation. 

• FINANCIAL AID PAYS FOR REGISTRATION COST ONLY. 

Please explain your financial needs at this time. (No numbers) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Why is attending the convention important to you? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

How will you use this experience when you return to your church and 

conference?_________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

Signature of Applicant: __________________________________________________ 

Complete this form and return by August 1, 2019 to: 

Susan Nalle 

7700 State Route 104 

Oswego, NY 13126 

(315-342-4519)  

 

You will be contacted after August 1st if you have received financial aid. 
 

 



 8 

Upstate New York Women of the ELCA 

Carol Grimes Scholarship Application 

2019 Upstate New York Women of the ELCA Convention – October 4-6, 2019  

Applicant’s Name: ___________________________________Phone: ______________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________Email: _______________________ 

 

    
   This Scholarship is for first time attendees only. 
 
Will you be attending the Upstate NY Women of the ELCA Convention for the first time? YES/NO 
 
Will you be attending even if you are not chosen as a scholarship recipient? Yes ____ No ____ 
 
Please list your current participation in church organizations and WELCA groups. 
 
 
 
 
Why is attending the Convention important to you? 
 
 
 
 
How will you use this experience when you return to your church and conference? 
 
 
 
 
 
Requirements for receiving a scholarship are: 
 

v Recipient has never attended a Women of the ELCA Synod Convention. 
v Recipient must be a member of a Lutheran Church affiliated with the ELCA. 

If I receive and accept this scholarship, I understand that I have the responsibility for the following: 
 

v Full attendance at the Convention, including workshops. 
v Participation at the Convention as requested by the Synod Board. 
v Maintain contact with my home Women of the ELCA congregational unit (if there is one) to explore 

further participation. 

__________________________________  ___________________________________ 
 
 Signature of the Applicant     Date 
 
Congregational Unit Information form to be filled out by your congregational unit. Deadline August 1, 2019 
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Upstate New York Women of the ELCA Scholarship 
 

Congregational Unit Information  
 

For Carol Grimes Scholarship 
 
 
 
To be completed by Congregational Unit Leader (or Pastor of Congregation) 

Conference: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Congregational Unit/Church: _____________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Person: ___________________________________________Phone: ______________________ 

Is the applicant a participant of your unit? _________________________ 
 
Would your congregation/ congregational unit be willing to help the applicant with special needs such as 
transportation, child care, etc? 
 
How many women do you think will be attending from your congregation? ________________________ 
 
 
Return by August 1, 2019 to: Susan Nalle 

     7700 State Route 104           

       Oswego, NY 13126 

     (315-342-4519) 
 
Scholarship recipients will receive the cost of registration and room. 
 
Deadline for application is August 1, 2019 
 
 

Application may be photocopied but please include both pages of the form. 
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NOMINATION	FORM	2019	UPSTATE	NEW	YORK	SYNOD	

WOMEN	OF	THE	ELCA	LEADERSHIP	POSITION	

___ President ___Treasurer ___Board Member ___VP ___ Secretary 
 

Check the position for which you are nominating. This fom may be reproduced and you may nominate as many 
women as you congregational unit desires. Be sure to have the permission of the nominee. 

NAME OF NOMINEE: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE ____________________________DATE ___________________EMAIL _________________________ 
CONGREGATIONAL UNIT ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
CONFERENCE ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
AGE CATEGORY:  18-35 36-50 51-65  OVER 65 

Does the nominee qualify for either category? 

woman of color and or/person whose primary language is other than English? 
woman with a disability (hearing or sight impaired, physically impaired, etc.) 

Highlights of present and past activities in Women of the ELCA, congregations, conference, synod, 
churchwide, community and career: 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
What gifts/talents can the nominee bring to the Upstate New York Synodical Board? 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Submitted by/with permission of the nominee. 
 
Nominee Signature: 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
  



 11 

Types of Offerings and Where They Go  
 

PLEASE save this page and add to your WELCA Congregational Unit Treasurer’s folder, file or whatever is 
passed on as different women are elected/selected as Unit Treasurer. 

 
 WHERE TO SEND OFFERINGS       

         1  SWO Treasurer for Upstate NY              2  Churchwide Treasurer 
  Cindy Rivera         Women of the ELCA Gift Processing Center 
  530 Sager Road           PO Box 1809   
  Amsterdam, NY  12010         Merrifield, VA  22116-8009 
  518-506-5616       tt8153@hotmail.com 
 

 DEFINITIONS 
 
Regular Offerings Supports the WELCA congregational units, Conference, Synodical and Churchwide ongoing 

ministries and budgeting – the core of WELCA 
Thankofferings Gifts from individuals in gratitude for blessings. These offerings shall be received by the Unit and 

transmitted in full to the Churchwide organization for the support of the ministries of WELCA and 
the church. 

Designated Gifts & Gifts given by one or more individuals for specifically designated ministries of the churchwide 
Special Gifts  women’s organization or the church.  Gifts may be given for special occasions or in memory or in 

honor of an individual.  Sample choices: WELCA Where Needed Most, Katie’s Fund, Grants, and 
Scholarships. 

 
Triennial Convention  Gifts/offerings from individuals, Units, and SWO’s.  Divided between the ongoing ministries of 
Offerings  the churchwide organization and the PV for Phoebe project, which will install dependable solar 

power at Phebe Hospital in Liberia.  
 
For Your Information  -  What does SWO do with funds received? 
 

          50% of received Regular, SWO Convention, Conference, and other offerings are sent to Churchwide 
                        (designated giving goes to the designated entity  –  example, Katie’s Fund, etc.) 
         100% of received SWO Thankofferings, Designated Gifts for Specific Ministries and Special Gifts supported                                                                            
           by ELCA and/or Women of the ELCA and Triennial Convention Offerings are sent to Churchwide. 

 
Form updated May 1, 2019

Congregational Unit/ 
Offering Type 

% To 
Send of 
Total 

Collected 
Where To Send When To Send 

(Preferably) 

Offering Transmittal 
Form To Use 

download forms at 
womenoftheelca.org/ministry-

action/stewardship 
Regular 50% SWO Treasurer 1 Monthly or quarterly A 

Thankofferings 100% Churchwide 
Treasurer 2 

At least once  
per year B 

Designated Gifts for Specific 
Ministries and Special Gifts 
supported by ELCA and/or 
Women of ELCA 

100% Churchwide 
Treasurer 2 As soon as possible B 

SWO Convention, 
Conference & Other 
Offerings 

100% SWO Treasurer 1 As soon as possible A 

Triennial Convention 
Offerings 100% SWO Treasurer 1 As soon as possible A 
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EVANGEL-LINES  
NEWSLETTER 

  Sarah Fisher, Co-Editor 
  Marilyn Dyer, Co-Editor 
   47 Deer Haven Lane 

    Rensselaer, NY 12144 
 

PLEASE POST ON YOUR CHURCH BULLETIN BOARD 

 
. As a community of women created in the image of God, called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, 

and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, 
support one another  in our callings,  engage in ministry and action, and promote healing 
and wholeness in the church, the society, and the world. 


